
 

   

 
 
 

14th February 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Assalaamu Alaikum/Peace Be Upon You 
 
 
I pray that you are in the best of health.  As we approach to the February half term, which traditionally marks the 
middle of the school year, it is a good time to reflect on progress made so far. 
 
By the Grace of the Almighty, we have had another half term filled with success and achievement.  
 
The positives 
There are too many to list and inevitably something will have been overlooked, but since Christmas, we have 
together achieved a great deal, including but not limited to: 

• In January we welcomed our new Vice Principal, Moulana Hussain Hassan to the school. He is an 
experienced Senior Leader who most recently worked at our sister school in Blackburn. 

• Over 70,000 Star points have been awarded to recognise all the fantastic and excellent things that our 
students have done this half term.  Our students continually amaze us with their energy, drive and ambition, 
they are remarkable young men. 

• We have launched our Star Reader programme in school, with some students already reporting back that 
they have completed their first, second and third books (and in one exceptional case six books in less than a 
month) 

• Our attendance is 97.4%, which is a little below our 98% target however a special mention goes to Year 8 
who this half term have improved their attendance from 96.6% to 97.2%.  Furthermore, our Year 11s 
continue to set the standard with attendance of 98.1%. 

• We have raised over £4014.18 for a variety of charitable causes including £1150 from our charitable drive 
yesterday on behalf of Bolton Hospice – THANK YOU! 

• Rewards trips and assemblies have taken place for our Star students, this half term those visits have included 
a tour of the Etihad Stadium, a BMX experience at the HSBC UK National Cycling Centre and a Year 11 thank 
you celebratory event in school. 

• Year 9 & 10 took part in the UK Maths Challenge demonstrating their exceptional Maths skills, we look 
forward to finding out the results of this challenge soon. 

• We said our final farewell to the Class of 2019 with a fabulous GCSE Presentation Evening at the 3D Centre. 

• We attended the Bolton Holocaust Memorial event and were brilliantly represented by some of our students 
who really did our school and their parents proud 

• Some of our GCSE students visited an evening production of the set text - An Inspector Calls at the Lowry 
Theatre. 

• We were expertly represented in the European Speaking Union Competition with special recognition being 
given to Zamry Mohamed who won the award for Best Speaker 

 
Please take the time to read the important information below about the school. 

 
Safeguarding 
The Designated Safeguarding Leads in school are Mr. Richard Foster (Assistant Principal: Access and Inclusion) and 
Moulana Yunus Mohamed (Faith and Character Education Lead), the Designated Safeguarding Governor is Dr. Salim 
Natha our Chair of Governors. 
 



 

   

 
 
 

 
Behaviour for Learning 
The school expects all students to behave well at all times, treat others with respect and ensure that they do not 
disrupt the learning of other students 
 
This half term we introduced a new system in school for monitoring behaviour in lessons.  At the close of last week 
our staff had recorded an incredible 70, 000+ Star points, these points are recognition given when a student 
demonstrates any one of our Star values.  Coming next half-term, you will receive details about how to download 
and log in to the Classcharts App which will give you live access to some behaviour related information as well as 
homework and your son’s timetable. 
 
Attendance 
At the end of last week our attendance was 97.4% with a target of 98%.  Collectively we have some work to do here 
if we are to meet our ambitious target.  As we approach half term, I am pleased that 205 students currently have 
100% attendance and that our Year 11 students are leading the way with their attendance currently 98.1%.  Please 
remember that attendance at school is key to your son’s progress and ensure that no appointments are arranged 
during the school day and holidays are never arranged in term time. 
 
Punctuality 
To ensure consistency across our schools, we are required to mark all students who arrive at school after 8:00am as 
late.  Our current position on punctuality is that if a student is late twice in a week they will receive a detention at 
lunch time. Three incidents of lateness in a week would result in an after school detention the same day.  We 
appreciate your ongoing support with punctuality, ensuring our students are well prepared for the realities of the 
working world. 
 
Digital Devices 
This half term we reminded students that we do not accept Mobile Phones in school.  Where they are found they are 
confiscated for seven days.  If a student is seen using a phone the confiscation is increased to 30 days.  Only students 
with permission from the Principal are allowed to bring a phone to school, when they do so it must be left at the Main 
Office as they enter the building.  After half term, we will apply this same system to all digital devices including: Smart 
Watches, Tablets and any other device capable of connecting to Wi-Fi or to Mobile Data.  
 
Other prohibited items 
Recently, there have been concerns across the country about safety in schools (particularly with respect to knives and 
e-cigarettes).  To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all of our students and members of staff, any student found to 
have brought an item into school which could cause harm to others will face a permanent exclusion. 
 
Please note we promote healthy eating throughout the school and for that reason we do not allow fizzy or high-energy 
drinks, sweets, or large sharing packets or tubes of crisps. 
 
Year 11 half term intervention 
Your son will have received a letter this week detailing which intervention & masterclass sessions he should attend 
next week.  Please ensure your son attends on time and in full school uniform. Normal school rules apply so mobile 
phones are not permitted as well as other prohibited items. 
 
Mock Exams 
This week Year 11 began their MFL speaking mock exams. After half term, mock examinations start for Year 11 in all 
subjects and for Year 10 in the early entry subjects only.  Some time ago Year 10 & 11 students were provided with 
revision planning booklets which detailed week by week what topics your son should be revising.  Please ensure your  



 

   

 
 
 

son is focussed on his revision, help him make best use of the upcoming half term break and ensure he returns to 
school on Monday 24th February full prepared for the start of those important final mock exams. 
 
Remember at this stage he should be allocating at least 2-3 hours per week for each subject he will sit in the 
summer. 
 
 
Term Dates 2020-2021, Attendance & Holidays during Term Time 
 
Please find attached a copy of the term dates for the next academic year. 
 
It is really important that students attend school fully.  So far, this year, over 200 students have achieved attendance 
of 100%. Each year, students with the worst attendance make less progress and achieve lower grades in their studies. 
This is why we will insist that students attend school fully and ask the Education Welfare Officer from the Local 
Authority to visit homes for students with poor attendance.    
 
Students are expected to have a minimum of 98% attendance (missing no more than 3 school days during the year).  
However, all students should aim for 100% attendance. 
 
As you know, the school is not allowed to authorise any trips abroad during term time unless there are exceptional 
(emergency) circumstances for the student concerned.  I am grateful to all parents for your support with this. 
 
 
Uniform reminders 
 
Students must wear the full and correct uniform at all times. Details of this can be found in your Parent Handbook or 
on the school website. Correct uniform includes the following: 

• Shoes must be black without logos. They should be leather and not suede. 

• Socks should be black or navy blue, plain with no coloured logo or pattern. 

• Hoodies and denim jackets are not permitted in school.    Instead, a plain coat should be worn. 

• Students who choose to wear a jubba must wear their school trousers underneath. Tracksuit bottoms are not 
allowed. 

 
 
Equipment 

All students must come to school with the correct equipment.  This includes: 

• Pencil (HB) and Pencil Sharpener • Class books 

• Pens with black, red and green ink  • Glue Stick 

• Rubber  • 30cm Ruler 

• Calculator • Protractor and compass 

•  PE kit for P.E. lessons • Student ID Card and lanyard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

 
 
 

 
Keeping Children safe whilst dropping off and picking up from school 
 
As you know, one of the most important things we have to do is to make sure your children are safe on the roads. The 
best way to help us keep your children safe is to reduce the number of cars coming and going to the school. Our aim 
is to have no cars parked up in front of the school.  

For children who live close to the school, you can help us to reduce cars on the road by:  

1. Encouraging your son to walk to and from school every day. You may want to accompany him on the first 
couple of days until you are sure he knows the route.  

2. If your son is good at riding his bike, he can cycle to school. We have bike racks where he can secure his 
bike during the day. He will need to bring his own lock and must wear a safety helmet and visible clothing.  

For those who live a bit further away, you son can:  

1. Use the school bus service from Deane Road/Derby Street.  

2. Use public transport. There are lots of buses that stop near the school. For example:  

A. the 526 and 527 stop on Halliwell Road near the junction with Wolfenden Street.  

B. the 1, 534, 535, 537 and 538 stop on Blackburn Road near the junction with Astley Street.  

3. If you come by car, you can car share with other parents from your street or local area. Many parents 
already do this and find it really helpful as it saves them time, money and reduces congestion.    

If you come by car, please abide by the following rules for dropping off and picking up. The biggest danger to 
children is from parents in cars not following the rules.  

Dropping off in the morning  

You can drop your son off in one of two locations:  

1. On Weymouth Street – he will then come down the alley and into the school through the Community 
Entrance  

2. On Wolfenden Street – you must drive from Halliwell Road onto Wolfenden Street, drive into the drop off 
area or park safely on the left hand side on Wolfenden Street. Your son should quickly get out of the car and 
enter the school through the Pupil Entrance. The best way to keep your children safe in the morning is for 
the parents to treat Wolfenden Street as a one way street.  

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

Picking up at 3.00pm and 3.45pm  

This is the most dangerous time for our students and the time where an accident is most likely. To minimise the risk 
of any accidents we are asking for your cooperation. Please abide by the following rules at home time.   

Those boys who go home by car should leave through the Community Entrance and will be directed towards the car 
park on Weymouth Street – no boys will be allowed to wait to be picked up on Wolfenden Street. There is, herefore, 
no need for anyone to be parked up on Wolfenden Street. To get to the pickup point on Weymouth Street, please 
follow the suggested route below:  

1. From Halliwell Road, turn onto Weymouth Street. You can wait in the car park on Weymouth Street or 
park on the street itself. Once you’ve dropped off or picked up your children you can go down Weymouth 
Street, turn left onto Leybourne Street and then left onto Bertha Street. This will take you back to Halliwell 
Road.   

2. From Blackburn Road, turn onto Draycott Street (next to Tayyibah Masjid). Turn right onto Halliwell Road 
then turn right onto Weymouth Street. You can wait in the car park on Weymouth Street or park on the 
street itself. Once you’ve dropped off or picked up your children you can go down Weymouth Street, turn 
left onto Leybourne Street and then left onto Bertha Road. This will take you back to Halliwell Road. From 
there you can go back down Draycott Road, or Prospect Street to onto Blackburn Road. 

As we close today for half term, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for your unwavering support.  
We are blessed by the support we receive from our parents and we truly appreciate your feedback.   
 
I wish you all a happy and peaceful half term break.  Please remember the school in your prayers and we look 
forward to seeing your son back in school at 8.00am on Monday 24th February. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you a safe and lovely break during half term.  I would also ask for your prayers for the 
school and that the Almighty protects each of our sons and everyone who works tirelessly on their behalf.    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sue Gill-Daintith 
 
Principal 
Eden Boys’ School, Bolton 
 
 



 

   

 


